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Nick Isiekwe underwent open-heart
surgery having had a dilated aorta
diagnosed. His aorta should have been
no wider than 3.8cm. It had reached
5cm. The procedure performed,
Personalised External Aortic Root
Support (Pears) enabled Nick to
continue his professional rugby career.
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but, unlike conventional surgery, there
was no need to stop his heart and
attach him to a heart-and-lung bypass
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